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Opening Perspectives
Today’s report focuses on the mitigation potential of the transport sector to stay on track for a
1.5 degrees Celsius scenario (1.5DS). We also explore policy responses at various levels,
including country-level (such as Germany and China), sub-national level (e.g. Kaohsiung,
Taiwan), and industry-driven strategies (e.g. electrification) necessary to achieve this
ambitious target. In addition, we explore climate and transport financing through emerging
strategies from multilateral development banks to scale up sustainable transport at the
needed pace and scale.
The transport sector requires transformational change to meet its full emissions reduction
potential. Transport is the fastest growing sector of GHG emissions, and in the absence of
further action and increased NDC ambitions, global transport emissions could continue to rise
and become a major roadblock to avoiding dangerous climate change. Yet, if countries
collectively maximize efforts to implement comprehensive low-carbon solutions, the sector
could achieve reductions approaching a 1.5DS.
By having agreed upon to “pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to” a 1.5DS at
COP21, COP23 displays many events on how this aspirational target can be transformed into
tangible actions. In today’s report we explore what changes in policies and resulting actions
we need to take for transport to achieve its full mitigation potential. By highlighting key events
of the day, we will shed light on how this hypothetical transformation could play out in
practice.

Transport and Mitigation
The transport sector has long been viewed as a tough nut to crack in mitigation terms, and
thus has often been passed up in favor of sectors such as power generation that are seen to
have fewer moving parts. Existing global modelling scenarios assume a relatively low
mitigation potential and high abatement cost for transport, resulting in relatively modest
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