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SLoCaT SIGNS OFF FROM COP23
WRAP-UP REPORT – 17 November 2017
Opening Perspectives
COP23 felt for many as an intermediate, but necessary stop between COP21 and COP24.
With the Paris Agreement, countries agreed upon the need for climate action and set long
term targets which require collaborative efforts, while at COP24 the world will assess
collective progress toward these targets.
At COP23 the discussions centered around defining initial steps toward implementation of the
Agreement, in form of a Paris Rulebook, together with the design of the facilitative dialogue,
which the Fijian Presidency renamed the “Talanoa Dialogue,” to indicate a ‘process of
inclusive, participatory and transparent dialogue’.  Though this dialogue is a helpful start,
there is at present no clear follow-up in the UNFCCC process analogous to the annual review
of SDGs through the High-Level Political Forum.
At COP23 there were two centers of action: The Bula Zone, which hosted official negotiations
under the UNFCCC banner and was a hub of activity for country delegates, and the Bonn
Zone, in which non-Party stakeholders showcased their ideas, held discussions in side events
and exchanged ideas with other actors. Together these two zones created a global center for
more than 20,000 people joining forces to further climate action.
At the High Level Segment beginning on November 15, heads of state, ministers and other
heads of delegations provided concluding statements on COP23, with many countries
emphasising concrete plans of implementation action, and some making direct references to
decarbonizing transport (e.g. Argentina and Vietnam).  The presence of Emmanuel Macron of
France and Angela Merkel of Germany in the segment stressed commitment from some of
Europe’s leading economies. In their statements, Macron promised that Europe would cover
the US contribution to the IPCC, while Merkel acknowledged that her country was off track for
reaching its domestic 2020 emissions target but remains committed to the process.
As another frenzied fortnight at the COP draws to a close, the SLoCaT Partnership team is
winding down and packing up to return to various corners of the world. The team has grown in
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