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STATE AND NON-STATE ACTIONS CONVERGING ON TRANSPORT:
TRANSPORT DECARBONIZATION ALLIANCE (TDA) ESTABLISHED

DAYS SIX AND SEVEN – 13 November 2017

Opening Perspectives
As week two of COP23 dawns, the Bonn rain moves on to heavier rain, and gives way to
occasional bursts of sun. From the vantage point of the transport sector, state and non-state
actors are coming together in a way that did not seem possible a few COPs ago. With the
establishment of the Transport Decarbonization Alliance on November 11, we see an
increasing convergence of actors from government and business to accelerate transport
sector decarbonization.
Outside the official COP venues is an atmosphere of carnival meets protest, with polar bears
protesting climate change and Earth battling the coal and nuclear industry, all are reminded of
the urgency of taking climate action. Although negotiations have now been underway for a
week at COP23, SLoCaT hears from delegates from Bangladesh and Ireland that progress is
extremely slow. Key issues around the role of non-state actors, action towards the 1.5
degrees Celsius target, and the design of the facilitative dialogue need to be resolved, and
with limited time remaining, the pressure on the negotiators is increasing.
The Global Climate Action Agenda (GCAA) Transport Action Thematic Day at COP22 marked
a historic moment in which transport moved from outside to inside the UNFCCC process, and
the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action (MPGCA) outlined a more sustained and
meaningful engagement of non-state actors in the UNFCCC process. The momentum begun
by the above processes was evident in the convergence of state and non-state actors in the
Transport Thematic Day held on 11 November. The event was organized by the UNFCCC-led
Marrakech Partnership on Global Climate Action (MPGCA), supported by the Transport
Content Group consisting of non-state actors International Transport Forum (ITF), Paris
Process on Mobility and Climate (PPMC), International Union of Railways (UIC) and
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